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Location: 

Date of Construction: 

Builder: 

Present Owner: 

Present Use: 

Significance: 

Report Prepared by: 

Spanning the Bear River on Hunter Hill Road, 6 miles 
south and 2 miles east of Montpelier, Bear Lake County, 
Idaho 

Township 14 South, Range 44 & 45 East, of the Boise 
Meridian.  Latitude 42D 13.9M, Longitude HID, 15M 

1910 

Charles G. Sheely, Denver, Colorado 

Bear Lake County 
Paris, Idaho 

Vehicular bridge; to he demolished Pall 1987 

The East Dingle Bridge is significant because it was 
built by a prominent western bridge contractor, 
Charles G. Sheely.  The bridge was among the first of 
the steel bridges in southern Idaho.  It has been 
evaluated as eligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places by the Idaho Transportation Department 
and the Idaho State Historic Preservation Office. 

Forsgren-Perkins Engineering, P.A. 
210 ¥. Mallard Drive, Suite D 
Boise, Idaho 8^706 

July 1987 
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The East Dingle Bridge (Dingle Station Bridge)(Bridge fto. X991040 00.94) spans 
the Bear River approximately 1.3 miles northeast of the community of Dingle or 
6 miles south and 2 miles east of the city of Montpelier in Bear Lake County, 
Idaho.  The bridge is a 105-foot, pin-connected Pratt overhead truss, with 
timber stringers, timber plank deck, and steel I-beam floor beams.  The 
structure's steel components are made up of laced channels with cover plates 
on the upper truss chords, lower chords are I-bars, verticals are laced, 
channels and diagonals are I-bars and steel rod turnbuckles (counters). The 
bridge is supported on concrete abutments and caisson piers. 

The single span bridge has a total length of 105 feet, a width of 16 feet curb 
to curb, and 18 feet out to out deck width. The roadway vertical clearance 
through the bridge is 14 feet. 

The East Dingle Bridge was constructed in 1910 by Charles G. Sheely of Denver, 
Colorado. Sheely was a prominent western bridge builder, who was a forerunner 
in the construction of standardised truss bridges.  Bear Lake County awarded 
Sheely the contract on a low bid of $4*000. At that time, the bridge was 
called the "Dingle Station Bridge,"  It is for the association of the Dingle 
Bridge with its builder, Sheely, that has made the bridge eligible for listing 
on the National Register of Historic Places. The bridge has not been 
significantly altered since its construction. 

The East Dingle Bridge provides an important link to U. S. Highway 30 from the 
area surrounding the community of Dingle.  The nearest river crossing to the 
south of the bridge is near Pegram, which lies approximately 10 miles south of 
Dingle.  The nearest crossing to the north is approximately 2.5 miles northwest 
of the existing bridge.  The bridge has provided a vital access for uses, 
varying from school bus and mail routes to important farming access.  Due to 
the heavy use and the increased demands on load capacity as well as geometric 
(width and height) capacity, it has become necessary to replace the old bridge. 
Extensive efforts were made to find a party willing and able to relocate and 
preserve the bridge. 

Included are photographs depicting the bridge in its original setting as well 
as various details of the old structure.  Bear Lake County Commissioners* 
minutes relative to the construction of the bridge are attached hereto. 

Bibliography 
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EAST DINGLE BRIDGE 
(Dingle Station Bridge) 
HAER No.   ID-13 
(Psge 6) 
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